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MESSAGE FROM OUR 2006 PRESIDENT

Message from our President

Carole Halsan –

It has been some time since the Newsletter has been published.   As the President, I have decided to coordinate efforts in getting the Newsletter out to the members of the Chamber.  

Please note on your calendars that on Monday June 12, 06 LeRoy Tipton President of the Grays Harbor Chamber of Commerce will speak on X-Treme Customer Service.  He is expected to speak for about 25 to 30 minutes.  
Again this year, the Willapa Harbor Chamber of Commerce Oyster Booth was a success at the Astoria Crab and Seafood Festival and we made a profit of over $____________.  The efforts of many people go into making this type of success possible.  Thanks go to all the people who participated at the booth.  Extra special thanks go to the chairperson who made this year so successful; Doug Vial who took care of getting the van ready, Millie Clements who got the crews together that served the oysters and Rick Manlow who was the overall chairman and organized everything.

In April we had the Easter Egg Hunt – Chairman Mary Bogar did an excellent job of coordinating the event.  Although the weather was a challenge the event was well attended.  

Preparations are under way for the Festivals this summer.  The Willapa Harbor Festival will be held August 4,5, & 6th and our Labor Day Festival will be held_________________.  It was doubtful for sometime if we would be able to have a Labor Day Festival.  Finding a Chairman was difficult until Sue  ___________stepped forward to take the position.  She is strongly supported by Evelyn Wilson who continues on a weekly basis along with Sue to coordinate the events for this Labor Day event.  Other members that have joined the effort are:  ___________________,_____________,________________________,_________________,

Message from Anne Steele, Chamber Director:
What a wonderful opportunity it is to serve as Chamber Director.  Even after one year it still feels like I started yesterday.  There is so much I need to know and I want to thank all of you who have been so patient and generous in helping me learn.  I would give my eyetooth to have some of the insight and wonderful knowledge that so many of you have garnered being long time residents.    

We are seeing the gradual increase of tourists though the visitor center.  I thought I would share some of their comments.  They are always positive and many are so similar that I have listed a sampling….  

Love the statutes.                                                                           

This is such a welcoming place.  

Thanks for being open so late.  

Beautiful area.  Looking to relocate here.  

Thanks for the great information. 

Thank you for the kindness.  

Thanks for the info and the maps.  

Beautiful country.  

Cool town.  

Beautiful scenery.  

Enjoyed the metal sculptures.  

Great variety and friendly greeting and info.  

Darling city.  

Wonderful community.

Since the Visitor Center is sometimes the tourist’s first impression of our area it is so important that it be a positive welcoming one.  The list goes on but I think this is a good representation.  It is always a joy to interact with these people. 

Everyday my answering machine holds callers questions or I get calls throughout the day that require me to research and get back to the caller with the information.  Most are from out of town but many are local people wanting to find a resource.  I thought I would share some of the questions I get… some are funny; all are genuinely looking for information.  

I have a 29-foot boat. Coming up from Vancouver and we want to fish in the bay.  Where can we put the boat in the water?

I was in your area last year and got crabs.  Can you tell me where I can go to get them again?

Our little league team wants to play your team down there.  Can you give me the phone number of the head person?

There’s a place called Ugly something.  They sell stuff.  Can you give me the number?

What’s the number of the local florist in your area?

Where can I get my knives sharpened?

I need someone to mow my lawn.

I have a dog here at the King County Humane Society with 2006 South Bend tags; number 000024.  Can you give me the number of the issuing agency?  (I sure hope Coco found his home!)

Where can we rent kayaks?

Looking for the Gun Club in Raymond?  Who do I contact?

I’m looking for someone to haul trash.  This will be two or three times a week.  Can you give me some names?

I have trees on my property I want to cut down.  Who would I call for selling the lumber?

There is a toilet beside the road traveling north on 101 just before South Bend.  It needs to be removed!

There’s a dead cat in Raymond on the street where the speed limit turns to 45 miles per hour.  (Three calls on the dead cat!)

I need a local locksmith.  I don’t want to call someone in Aberdeen.

The list is endless with most people calling about kayaking, lodging, places to clam dig or camping locations.  I make it a point to get back to these people with a name or number and as much information as I can.  It’s all about that first impression!  

Local residents often call or come in looking for information they are frustrated trying to find.  With an increase in the number of people who have just relocated I find our Visitor Center has become the local “Welcome Wagon.”  We keep extra phonebooks for them and I give them the brochures on local businesses.  I know what it feels like being new in the area and I want to make them feel welcome. 

I am looking forward to events this summer.  I know with higher gas prices we will all be taking advantage of local fare.  I will be inviting my family to stay with me and participate in our 

festivals.  Invite friends and family to our summer events; a great way to spend time with them, enjoy the activities and increase tourism this summer.    Anne

Oyster Van Committee Update… May 06

The Oyster Van Committee is made up of Bob Jungar, Don Corcoran, Tim Russ, Doug Miller and Doug Vial.  The committee is co-chaired by Don Barden and Jerry Bowman.  Since acquiring our Oyster Van in early 2005, many significant improvements have been made.   Seats were removed, equipment has been repaired, refurbished and/or replaced, new shelving has been added, all equipment has been labeled, tires have been replaced, a new radiator was installed and signage was completed.  Our Oyster Van is now safe to operate, efficient to move and set up, well organized for our volunteers and, lastly, very sharp looking.  Special thanks to Don and Pat Barden, Jerry and Laurie Bowman, Don Corcoran, Darlene Jungar, Kelli Habersetzer, Pacific County Transit, Dilk Tires and Steve's Front End and Brakes for all of their support.

Respectfully Submitted,

Jerry Bowman

Co-Chairman, Oyster Van Committee    

Building Committee Update.........May 2006

The Building Committee meets monthly and is made up of Evelyn Wilson, Loretta Hodgson, Don Corcoran, Sonja Gibbs, Phil Davis, Brent Dennis, Sheri Hill and Carol Halsan.  Jerry Bowman chairs the committee.   In January, the committee authorized the purchase of new carpet for the lobby.  Prior to installation, the trophy cabinet was removed and donated to the Pacific County Fair.  Additionally, the lobby was painted to match the walls and trim in the main hall.  A large refrigeration unit was donated to the Chamber by Dick Anderson.  This unit replaced an old non-working refrigerator and added needed capacity in our kitchen.  Six new plastic tables were purchased and added to our existing table inventory.  The emergency floodlight in the lobby was replaced in March.  During a recent rainstorm, Don Corcoran and Jerry Bowman replaced the basement sump pump due to mechanical failure and flooding. Faucets in both restrooms were repaired and re-secured.  The Building Committee has received three bids 

for replacing most external windows throughout the Community Center.  This project has been placed on hold in 2006 due to a re-prioritization of funds.  The Building Committee is also investigating the cost for window coverings for the main hall.  This project may also be held up in 2006 due to funding.  Current focus is on repair of our existing shake roof.  The Building Committee is in the process of obtaining bids for needed roof repairs or replacement. This major expense will, most likely, utilize all 2006 building allocated budget dollars.  A future building reserve has been initiated by the Building Committee with seed money of approximately $13,000. This reserve has been approved by the Trustees.  Total roof replacement will be required in the near future at significant expense.  Fund raising efforts are in early discussion by the Board of Trustees. 

Respectfully submitted,

Jerry Bowman

Chairman, Building Committee   

Kelli Habersetzer  - June 2006 

       1610am Tourism Radio!  Visit.WillapaBay.Org!   Have you listened or logged on lately? Have you printed the radio station and web site on your brochures?  Have you told your customers to tune in or find your link on the site?   This is a great marketing tool!  There is a sign north of town that let’s visitors know of the AM station.  Unfortunately, the large sign south of town was removed during construction, but we are working hard to have it reinstalled, especially by the tourist season!!!

       Press release that Anne did about the Event Dates.

       Great meeting coming on June 24 for non-profits and people serving on boards. (See attached)

       Upcoming Events:

o       Relay for Life – June 16 – American Cancer Society

o       Blood Drive – June 21st @ the Hospital – Call 875-5526 to make an appointment

o       Nonprofit Workshop – June 24th

o       Carriage Museum Fun Rais’n Party – July 1st 5pm. Then Boss Tweed at the Elks.

o       HugsFest 2006 – July 14th 

       Membership info – I need info from Doug first…I will have stats on number of members and $$.  Also a list of past due members. 

MEETINGS

Willapa Harbor 

Chamber of Commerce
2ND AND 4TH MONDAY OF 

EACH MONTH AT NOON

RSVP FOR LUNCH SELECTION

Held at Chamber Community Center

Located in South Bend    
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GOD BLESS AMERICA! 

SUPPORT OUR TROOPS

The Willapa Harbor Chamber of Commerce meets the second and fourth Mondays at noon for lunch, currently at the Willapa Harbor Community Center located at the corner of First and Alder in South Bend. 

Mission Statement

To promote, unite, benefit, and serve the business community of Willapa Harbor. 

Purpose

The purpose of the Willapa Harbor Chamber of Commerce is to promote, in all ways possible, the commercial advancement and economic development of the Raymond/South Bend area. 

Goals

Encourage local purchasing and employment

Promote tourism

Seek positive publicity and media relations

Retain existing members and promote new membership

Broaden citizen involvement in Chamber activities

Develop and promote community pride

Partnerships
Cities of Raymond and South Bend

Downtown Economic Revitalization groups

Willapa Community Development Association (WCDA)
Economic Development Council (EDC)

Port of Willapa Harbor

Raymond, South Bend, and Willapa Valley School s

Grays Harbor College

The Public Market of the Willapa

The Willapa Seaport Museum, Northwest Carriage Museum, and the Pacific County Historical Museum

Raymond and South Bend Visitors' Centers

Surrounding Chambers of Commerce

Activities

Sponsor local events such as the Oyster Stampede, Milk Carton Derby, Willapa Harbor Festival, and Come & Play on Labor 

Day, and others, and to provide and maintain the Willapa Harbor Community Center. 


2005 Membership Form
Business Name:_____________________









Contact Name:______________________________________________________

Address:___________________________________________________________

Phone:________________________  Email:______________________________

Business:      FORMCHECKBOX 
  Gold $100               FORMCHECKBOX 
  Platinum $175               FORMCHECKBOX 
  Diamond $250 – Supporting Member
Non-Profit:   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Titanium $50

Individual:    FORMCHECKBOX 
  Bronze $30        FORMCHECKBOX 
  Silver $50 
Referred by (new members only):___________________

I would like to serve on a committee:  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Tourism/Seasonal   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Retail              FORMCHECKBOX 
Business Development   

                                                              FORMCHECKBOX 
 Program                  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Newsletter       FORMCHECKBOX 
 Membership
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